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Dear Friends, 

So it looks like the lockdown will be continuing for some weeks to come.  In the light of that news I thought it might 
be helpful to share some thoughts: 

Firstly, remember that it is still Easter.  Jesus has defeated sin at the cross and crushed death in the grave.  In the 
words spoken by Jesus in John’s gospel, ‘In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart! I have overcome the 
world’ (John 16:33) we can find great reassurance and peace even when times are difficult (that’s why he said such 
things (John 16:32).  The Lord in whom we trust, the Lord who is faithful even unto death, has overcome.  We have 
no need to fear. We need simply hold to the truth of the resurrection and the sure and certain hope that His 
resurrection provides.  No matter what the world throws at us, Jesus has overcome and he calls us onward, 
homeward to safety, security and eternity whatever may befall.  Hope in the Lord always (1 Peter 1:3). 

Secondly, we are still the church!  I have been greatly encouraged as I’ve been in touch with people.  A good 
number of other people have been in touch as well as me.  Telephone calls are being made, cards and letters being 
sent, emails going out, social media being shared.  Please keep in fellowship with one another by whatever means 
you are able.  Think bigger than you normally do.  Don’t just stay in touch with the people you know – drop a line to 
someone you know less well, you don’t know at all, encourage them, connect with them, enlarge their faith through 
your contact and friendship.  As you have received blessing, share that with others.  Be a blessing.  We are still the 
church. 

Our volunteers continue to support those in need in our community.  This need will only grow as the lockdown 
extends and continues.  Keep an eye out for those in need and if you can’t meet that need, get in touch with Pippa 
or me and we’ll do our best to make sure help is accessed.  Remember it’s not too late for you to be a volunteer on 
our list.  We are still the church. 

Our services will continue to be provided in two ways.  Liturgy and resources will continue to be sent to those who 
cannot access our online provision.  There will also continue to be a regular provision of a service online each week: 
https://stpaulsthroop.com/services/ouronlinechurch. This will incorporate the contributions of our congregation, 
the usual good preaching, readings, prayers and musical provision.  Nathan will continue to provide his excellent 
video resources for Sunday network and Connections age groups.  You may be interested to know that he is also 
running a Youth Alpha course and regular meetings for our ID teenagers via zoom, as well as one to one mentoring. 
There are also a myriad of other resources: Spring Harvest at Home, The Church of England and Diocese of 
Winchester websites as well as a ton of stuff via Facebook, YouTube, Instagram etc.  Share, if you find some good 
ones! We are still the church.   

Our giving may soon become a concern.  With our gathering being prevented, we will soon be impacted by the 
absence of our weekly collections.  That generously given income is crucial to the ongoing life of our church.  Even 
though our buildings are closed, and we’ve done all we can to minimise our costs across this time, our costs and bills 
continue to come in even while the virus shuts down everything else.  My thanks go out to all who give, by whatever 
means, but can I prayerfully ask those who usually give into the weekly collection to consider how you might help in 
this regard, and all of us to hold this prayerfully in mind.  At this time, we need to be mindful of the financial 
situation of the church.  Please be in touch with me or Elizabeth our Treasurer for advice and help.  We are still the 
church.   
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Thirdly, our mission continues.  I mentioned in a previous communication that I would very much like to run an 
online Alpha Course via zoom.  With a church of around 160 adults, it should be possible for us to encounter and 
invite some people who would be interested in discovering more about Jesus.  Either people already at our church or 
connected to us in some way, or people who have had no contact at all.   Who do you know that you could invite? 
Would you like to take part? Please be in touch with me and we can make this happen.  Let’s not allow this virus to 
get in the way of our primary calling to make disciples of all nations!  I’ve registered a course with Alpha and would 
love to see us as a church continue in the ministry that Jesus calls us to.  We are still the church. 

Please know that you are being prayed for.  We continue with our usual prayer times of 7pm on a Tuesday evening 
(via zoom, at our online prayer meeting) and at 7am on a Thursday morning (resources available on our website; 
https://stpaulsthroop.com/services  I am also praying for our congregation each day, praying through our directory a 
page at a time.  Join us online on a Tuesday evening, pray on Thursday at 7am and know you’re doing so with others, 
join with me in praying for each other - a page at a time.  We are still the church. 

Until we see each other again, remember, that though we may have trouble in this world, Jesus has overcome! 

Alleluia. Christ is risen.  He is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 

With love in Him, 

 

 

Jim Findlay 
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